4      THE AWAKENING OF MODERN EGYPT

words. He would tell them the story of Egypt, the granary of
the ancient world, the Egypt of Alexander the Great and of
the Roman legions whom they should imitate and try to
emulate.

The expedition plodded its way along the western bank of
the Rosetta branch, until at last after a journey of fourteen
days they came to the apex of the Delta.

Early one morning the men saw on the horizon the slender
forms of the four hundred minarets of Cairo towering grace-
fully into the blue sky and shyly bathing in the soft light of an
early summer dawn. At last the promised land of milk and
honey was within reach; and a great city unlike any of the
places they had seen on their way was ready to open its gates
for them after their victory.

The Nile with its shallow July waters separated them from
Cairo, and was white with the sails of a flotilla of not less than
three hundred ships, some loaded with munitions, some with
provisions, and many others with the riches of the fighting
Mamelukes.

On their right they saw the clear-cut lines of the three Pyra-
mids lying along the edge of the desert as the eternal guardians
of the gateway to Cairo from the south-west.

At Ernbaba, facing Bulak, the river port of Cairo, the
French prepared for battle. There the Mameluke soldiers,
numbering about twelve thousand, under Murad Bey had
assembled on their gold and silver caparisoned horses. They
were magnificently dressed, with swords and pistolets hanging
from their belts, and their footmen following near at hand.
They were protected by the Nile on one side and by the
recently raised earth ramparts on the other side. There they
stood waiting to give battle to the military genius of the cen-
tury.

Across the river the Mamelukes could see their kinsmen in
Bulak standing with their womenfolk and children all along
the bank of the Nile. The men and boys were rushing about in
all directions like demented beings, and shouting noisy prayers
to God to give His judgment in their favour against the
infidels.                         *

On the French side, there were only the Pyramids to watch
the invaders with their splendid array of men and